RANTS IR TER 


VITAL SIGNS 


Safety First 

Quick response from the 
North Region’s bridge crew 
remedied a safety concern when a 
bridge on Central Ave., Greystone 
Park, fell into the pond below it. 
The repaired bridge is functional 
and looks good too! 

Joseph Jupin of the 
Greystone Park Psychiatric 
Hospital’s Management Team 
relayed thanks to John Rainiero, 
Principal Engineer of Mainte- 
nance, Engineering & Operations, 
Bob Lorenzo, Area Supervisor of 
Bridges and Construction, Mike 
Unangst, Crew Supervisor of 
Bridges and Construction, Henry 
Stillwell, Asst. Crew Supervisor 
of Construction, Tom 
Dapkiewicz, Asst. Crew Supervi- 
sor of Bridges, and Bridge 
Repairers John Allshouse, 
Howard Apgar, John Cronce, 
Charles Slack, George Strelec, 
Francis Castellucci, Eugene 
DeCleene, Gregory Homa and 
Paul West. 

Top of the Line 

Congratulations to NJDOT’s 
Harry Capers, Manager, Bureau 
of Structural Engineering and his 
staff who worked on the Route 
19/I-80 Interchange. The bridge 
won the 1996 American Insti- 
tute of Steel Construction 
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More HOV lanes open on I|-287; 
'NJDOT team behind the scenes 


The second segment of the High 
Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lane on I-287 
opened on September 30. Its opening was 
celebrated by a “Motorist Appreciation” 
continental breakfast at the rest area in 
Harding Township. 

The newest segment is located on the 
northbound side of I-287 and stretches from 
South Street in Morristown (Exit 35) to I-80 
in Parsippany—Troy Hills (Exit 41). This 
segment, which extends the available 
northbound HOV lanes to 12 miles, will 
operate as an HOV lane in both the morning 
and evening rush hours, 6—9 a.m. and 3-7 
p.m., Monday through Friday. 

The next two segments of the I-287 
HOV project are scheduled to open in 
February and August 1997, followed by the 
opening of the last section in August 1998. 
When completed, the 21—mile HOV system 
will operate on I-287 northbound and 
southbound from I-78 in Bridgewater 
Township to I-80 in Parsippany-Troy Hills. 

NJDOT team 

Putting together all the pieces to get an 
HOV lane in place and making it work is the 
job of the I-287 HOV lane team now headed 
by Henry Cole, Project Manager in Capital 
Project Management (CPM). From the actual 
construction of the lane, to informing the 
public about it, to analyzing the volume of 
the traffic on existing and new lanes — this 
group makes it happen. 

“T have been extremely impressed by 
the diverse talent of the team,” Cole said. 

The current NJDOT members of the 
team include Cole’s assistant Larry Vogel, 
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One of the newspaper advertisements designed 
for the I-287 HOV lane. 


Tim Bourne and Jean Servideo, Traffic 
Operations North; Barbara Bush, Legislative 
Liaison; Al Cohen, Construction; William 
Day, Traffic Signal & Safety Design; Bill 
Feldman, Meg Frampton, Jim Mileski and 
Adnew Tessema, Suburban Mobility; Dana 
Hecht, Jim Pivovar, and Steve Rubin, 
Transportation & Corridor Analysis; Wendy 
Molnar, Community Relations; George 
Kuziw, Transportation Data Development 
and Sherri Culver, Camille Sinclair, Jim 
Berzok, Krista Rupertus and Dave Brown, 
Communications. 

Lt. Robert Skok represents the NJ State 
Police. Federal Highway Administration 
members include Dennis Merida, Robin 
Schroeder and Randy Prescott. 


Logo signs 
debut 


The Department has 
launched a new program to 
sell logo space for business 
located off limited access 
highways. A contractor 
installs the first logo sign on 
Route 195 near Trenton. 
(Photo by Harold Neil) 


James Greller is like a kid in a candy 
store. His lifelong romance with trains, 
subways and streetcars became reality 
when he was tapped by Commissioner 
Wilson to help plan the rebirth of light 
rail in New Jersey. He can’t hide his 
excitement when he speaks of his 
favorite subject. 

“One of my earliest memories was 
being held by my mother on a Brooklyn 
8000 Street Car,” he said. (Train buffs 
talk in model numbers.) “I couldn’t have 
been more than two years old, but the 
memory is quite clear...I could paint it!” 

Childhood fascination turned into 
adult passion as Greller is now the author 
of four books on light rail and subways. 
His latest work, Subway Cars of the 
BMT, recounts the development of the 
Brooklyn—Manhattan Transit Corp. as it 
evolved from horse-cars into a subway 
system which became a model for 
subways around the world. 

In a recent interview in the New 
York Times, Greller compared building 
of the BMT to the flowering of the 
Renaissance. He said, “Brooklyn was 
like the Florence of the transportation 
business.” 

Greller explained that the BMT set 
out to build better, wider and longer 
subway cars. Its rival, the IRT, which 
serves much of Manhattan and part of 
Brooklyn, kept the narrow train look. 
“They pushed the envelope of design 


Greller takes the fast track out of Brooklyn 


for passenger comfort,” he said. 
“Among their many achievements were 
the first articulated cars.” 

A man given to flights of verbal 
fancy frequently punctuated with 
quotations from Shakespeare, 
Greller’s journey into the transporta- 
tion world came by a circuitous route. 
Upon graduation from the School of 
Visual Arts in New York, he was hired 
by the NBC TV network and did 
advertising and promotion for shows 
such as Bonanza, Flipper and Star 
Trek. Later he would form Mobility 
Pictures doing commercials for shows 
like Sesame Street. 


Greller aboard a favorite mode of 
transportation — a train. (Photo by Joe 
Perry) 


Clear the road of the spilled load 


Moving spilled cargo from roadways in order to re-open lanes just got easier 
under a newly enacted regulation that gives the NJDOT greater authority to clear an 


accident scene. 


“A closed lane is no lane at all,” said Kurt Aufschneider, Manager of Traffic 
Operations South and architect of the new clearance policy. “Previously, if the respon- 
sible party didn’t want to immediately clear his vehicle and spilled load from a roadway, 
the NJDOT was limited in what it could do. Now, we have the power to take charge 
and work to quickly restore normal traffic patterns for the traveling public.” 

National traffic studies have shown that each minute of lane closure produces an 


additional five minutes of delays. 


The new regulation specifies that vehicles and cargo that block a portion of a 
road must be removed immediately. If the responsible party cannot meet this require- 
ment, the NJDOT can use its employees to clear the blockage or hire a contractor. 

“In the most densely populated state in the nation, where highways are the 
arteries that commuters, business and industry depend on, we cannot wait for a lane to 
re-open at the convenience of the person who caused the closure,” Aufschneider 
emphasized. “The new regulation will let us pull the plug on traffic backups a lot 


sooner.” 


The new clearance policy is the latest in an ongoing series of incident manage- 
ment initiatives undertaken by NJDOT through the Bureau of Traffic Operations. In 
July, Incident Management Response Teams (IMRTS) were activated to respond to 
major incident scenes to direct traffic mitigation efforts and coordinate NIDOT 


response to the incident. 


— Jeff Lamm, Traffic Operations South 


Transporter 


Looking for “a regular salary” he 
worked for the New York City Board 
of Education designing the first 
computerized map of the city and later 
served a stint with the NY City Transit 
Authority. Finding no recorded 
history at the Transit Authority, he set 
out to fill the void with his first book, 
Brooklyn Trolleys in 1983. 

It was a talk he gave on light rail 
at the Stevens Institute of Technology 
which led to the formation of a light 
rail advocacy group and ultimately to 
the opportunity to join Commissioner 
Wilson’s team at NJDOT. 

Greller now lives in Belleville, 
but will always remain a Brooklyn 
boy at heart. “I used to love going 
down to the Hoboken Terminal just 
after dawn, armed with a thermos of 
coffee, to watch the trains come in,” 
he said. “The city would slowly begin 
to grow as its inhabitants returned, 
one trainload at a time.” Being a true 
urbanite, I would thrill to the site of 
the throngs filling the platforms, 
moving down stairs, the steam rising 
up...it was like listening to a great 
musical piece.” 

With NJDOT’s efforts in light rail, 
Greller says “New Jersey will be 
getting back on track by providing 
better rail transportation which is 
always the keystone in having more 
prosperous and mobile state.” 
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New appointment 

James Michael Paral, PE has been 
named Director of Traffic Operations. He 
has extensive experience in planning and 
traffic operations and will leave his post 
as a Traffic Engineer for the City of 
Anaheim, CA to join the Department in 
mid—November. ; 
New arrivals 


NJDOT Communications Press 
Officer David Brown and wife, Mary 
Beth, welcomed daughter, Margaret, on 
October 7. Weighing in at 8 lbs 7 02z., 
Margaret joins sister Emily. 

Former MVS postal clerk Adele 
(Piccinetti) Cofield and husband, Coy, 
welcomed Coy Jon, Jr. on June 21 in 
Dallas, Texas. The junior Coy weighed in 
at 8 Ibs. 5 oz. 

William C. Stam of the MVS 
Imaging Systems Center and wife, 
Kimberly, of MVS Surcharge became 
parents when Alexander William arrived 
on July 24. The 7 Ib. 6 oz. new addition 
joins half—sister Laura. 

Crew 216 Maintenance Worker I 
George Graner III and wife Deborah 
welcomed Collin William Graner on 
September 9. Their first child, Collin 
weighed in at 8 Ibs., 10 oz. 

NJDOT Bridge Operator Christo- 
pher Wiley and wife, Lisa, greeted their 
first child on September 29. Michael 
weighed in at 8 Ibs, 14 oz. 

Recent retirees 

Congratulations to former Assistant 
Commissioner for Design and Right of 
Way Kenneth Afferton, recently named 
the American Society of Highway 
Engineers “man of the year” at their 
annual conference in Orlando, FL. 
Afferton, who retired in 1995 from 
NJDOT after 33 years, is currently 
affiliated with the Morristown firm of 
Edwards and Kelcey, Inc. 

September retiree Ramon Lerit 
thanks his MVS coworkers for hosting 
two celebrations in his honor on August 
15. Lerit retired after 9 years of service. 

Other September retirees include 
Richard Hunt, MVS Spvr. Driver Im- 
provement Analyst, 35 yrs.; Charles 
Takacas, Sr. Executive Staff, NJDOT 
CPM Design Services, 32 yrs., 3 mos,; 
Warren Wisdom, NJDOT CPM, Materi- 
als, Construction and Maintenance, Tech 
4, 30 yrs., 4 mos.; Henry Sundt, Regional 
Design Engineer, NJDOT Bureau of 


Traffic Engineering and Safety Programs, 
28 yrs., 4 mos.; James Mileski, Principal 
Engineer, Planning, Suburban Mobility, 
27 yrs.; Irene C. Bamford, MVS 
Support Service Rep I, 10 yrs., 10 mos.; 
William Cheatley, Bridge Operator, 
Drawbridge Operations, 14 yrs. 8 mos.; 
Dolores Sienkiewicz, MVS Support 
Service Representative 2, Revenue 
Information Processing, 12 yrs., 9 mos.; 
Mary Ellen White, Appraiser, Right of 
Way, 9 yrs., 3 mos. 

Obituaries 

Retired NJDOT Truck Driver James 
Fortner died August 4 in Bristol, TN. 
Formerly of Dover, Fortner is survived by 
daughter Maryann, mother Mamie, his 
brothers and sisters. 

Alphonse E. Bauer, a NJDOT 
Senior Right of Way Appraiser, died 
August 6 in Voorhees. Survivors include 
his mother Anna Mae, a brother and 
several nieces. 

Former MVS employee Joseph C. 
Werner of Toms River died August 22. 
The World War II United States Army Air 
Forces veteran is survived by a brother, 
sisters, nieces and nephews. 

NJDOT Dispatcher Robert F. Mraw 
of Hamilton died August 26 in Philadel- 
phia. Survivors include son Joseph, 
daughter Theresa, a grandson and several 
nieces and nephews. 

Retired NJDOT Resident Engineer 
Melvyn Schechtman died September 5 
in Atlanta, GA. Survivors include sons 
Larry and David. 

Nicholas P. Migliacci of Hamilton 
died September 9. A former Lawrence 
Hose Co. employee, Migliacci retired in 
1991 from NJDOT. Survivors include 
wife Florence, daughters Judy and Eileen, 
brother and sister, several grandchildren. 

Former World War II U.S. Navy 
Veteran Martin R. Binz died September 
10 in Trenton. Retired in 1980 from 
NJDOT, Binz is survived by wife Mary, 
sons Martin, Ronald and Richard, 
stepsons John and Gary Leverence, a 
brother and several grandchildren. 

John N. Fell, Sr. of Bordentown died 
September 14. The former NJDOT 
employee recently retired from Shop-Rite 
Supermarkets. Survivors include son Rev. 
John N. Fell, Jr., daughter Theresa, sisters 
and several grandchildren. 

Retired NJDOT Micro-Electronic 
Systems Technician Frederick Gordon, 
Jr. died September 15 in Vineland. The 


Korean War U.S. Air Force Veteran is 
survived by wife Elizabeth, son Anthony 
and three grandchildren. 

NJDOT retired engineer Norman 
Elmer Matheson died September 21 in 
Vineland. The decorated Lt. Cmdr. of 
World War II and Korea is survived by 
wife, Helen, son Jeffrey, a brother and 
several granddaughters. 


Service Awards 


Service awards were presented to 
employees by Commissioner Frank J. 
Wilson during the 30th Anniversary 
ceremonies. They were: 

30 year service awards 

Claire Abramczyk, Gerald Altobelli, 
Louis Amico, Angelo Auletta, Thomas 
Barber, Alphonse Bauer, William C. 
Bennett, James Benthall, Harold Bloom, 
Thomas Byrne, Frances Cappuccio, 
Constance Ciricolo, Eugene Cohen, 
Joseph Coult, Michael Cronin, Dennis 
Daly, William Dickinson, Mary Fullam, 
Dorothy Guest, Paul Hartle, Karen Hartle, 
Richard Hollinger, Robert Horan, Roger 
Hummel, John Jones, Joseph Jordan, 
Kenneth Kane, Louise Keevish, Maryjane 
Kruszewski, James Lear, Concetta 
Lopreato, Howard Malsbury, John 
Mikusa, Robert Pallante, James Panzitta, 
Albert Porphy, James Psimer, John Rein, 
John Rofrano, Joseph Sacco, Alan 
Samour, Roy Seppelt, Bridget Shaw, 
Richard Spoerl, Gerard Stebner, Kathleen 
Steigerwalt, Richard Suozzi, Richard 
Svetz, Doris Theer, Wayne Thomas, Louis 
Tondini, Martin Vanarsdale, Paul Vaughn, 
Harry White, Mary Whittaker, Philip 
Whitting, Maureen Wood, Lee Woods, 
John Worth, John Zeho 

35 year service awards 

Frank Battaglia, John Boylan, 
Anthony Canino, Thomas Carr, Jean 
Casole, R. William Fisher, Michael 
Formicola, Stephen Garibaldi, Philip 
Glynn, Gary Gronroos, David Grouch, 
Norma Henkel, Kenneth Little, Fred 
Lund, Elmer Madara, David Majofski, 
Carole McDonald, Eugene Murdza, John 
Nebesky, Andrew Palos, John Pinto, 
Wayne Rumsey, James Ryan, Walter 
Sliker, Stephen Trapani, Leroy Wehmeyer 

40 year service awards 

Lee Brewer, Louis Coppola, Jack 
Hutchinson, Carl Labella, Michael Marue, 
George McCombe, Stratos Peters, 
Anthony Scharle 
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Vital signs 

(AISC) Bridge Competition for 
Grade Separated bridges, which the 
Institute will award at the National 
Symposium on Steel Bridge Construc- 
tion this fall. Contractors Hardesty & 
Hanover designed and provided 
construction support services for the 
three—mile interchange that blends in 
with the Paterson Great Falls Historic 
District. 

NJDOT project staffers include 
Walter Caddell, Regional Design 
Engineer (retired),Jeff Hewitson, 
Supervising Engineer, Fred Sia, Project 
Engineer, Structural Bridge Design, 
John Knapp, Project Engineer, Trans- 
portation, Joshua Idowu, Engineer, 
Structures, Plans and Specs, and Anna 
Gorbady, Principal Engineer. Modern 
Steel Construction magazine an- 
nounced the winners in its October 
Issue. 

Saving Engineering Bucks 

Good teamwork between NJDOT 
staff and consultant Parsons 
Brinckerhoff (PB) produced needed 
traffic operation improvements and $6 
million in savings for the proposed 
Route 4/17 Interchange project. Rick 
Jaffe, Project Engineer (VE) and Brian 
Strizki, Manager, Quality Management 
Services, Ron Jones, Regional Design 
Engineer and Rich Laube, Supervising 
Engineer, Design Coordination, 
developed several value engineering 
recommendations for the project. 
NJDOT and PB created an overall 
design at a reduced cost. Ultimately, 
NJDOT hopes to eliminate the exces- 
sive traffic backups and many acci- 
dents for the 200,000 daily motorists 
that travel the Route 4/17 interchange 


(Continued from page one) 


at the crossroads of Bergen County. 
Dig We Must 

Digging sometimes produces buried 
treasure, but it also can unearth trouble. 
The 70 NJDOT employees who at- 
tended the August 29 Subsurface Utility 
Engineering (SUE) workshop learned 
about a method to save project time, 
money, traffic jams and injuries. When 
plotting an area for repairs or expan- 
sion, a NJDOT engineer may discover 
utilities (Some over 100 years old), and 
hidden power, telephone and gas lines. 
According to speaker Bucky Methfessel 
of So—Deep, Inc., of Manassas Park, 
VA, SUE can eliminate problems 
NJDOT engineers may encounter 
locating utilities on highways and other 
projects. 
It’s Personal 

Sixty NJDOT employees made a 
decision to give blood at the Headquar- 
ters September 20 Blood Drive. If you’re 
not a member of the NJDOT Blood Bank 
now, you can join through a donation at 
any of the several drives each year. The 
next drive is October 24 at the Freehold 
facility. Contact Jerie Parker at 530-6396 
for more information. 
A Savings Benefit 

In October you can sign up for a 
new savings benefit by setting aside pre— 
taxed income for either dependent care 
expenses or unanticipated medical 
expenses. You must enroll in October 
for the benefit to begin in January 1997. 
For more information, call Lyn Latimer 
in Human Resources at 609-530-4345, or 
Family Security Insurance Agency (a 
subsidiary of BC/BS) at 1-800-224-4426. 
Reserve Now 

Several NJDOT employees will 


participate in the upcoming conference 
of the American Society for Public 
Administration (ASPA), at the 
Woodrow Wilson School of Princeton 
University on October 27-30. Christine 
R. Cox, Executive Manager of the I-95 
Corridor Coalition,will participate in a 
panel on “Transportation Systems as 
Dynamos of Commerce.” 

Jack Donnelly, Administrative 
Analyst in the Division of Transporta- 
tion Policy Office organized that panel 
and the“Deregulation and Competition 
in Electricity Markets in the Northeast” 
panel. Ken Stevenson, Administrative 
Analyst in the Clean Air Office will 
lead a workshop on “Introduction to the 
Internet” and will participate in a panel 
on the “Internet and Other New Tech- 
nologies for Public Administration.” 

For information about the confer- 
ence, call Stevenson at 530-6508. 
After-hours Emergencies 

Kurt Aufschneider, Manager of 
Traffic Operation South, announced a 
new after-hours emergency telephone 
number that became operational in July. 
Report any emergency conditions or 
other important information to the 
Central Dispatch Unit at (609) 530- 
2282. 

Shape Up 

NJDOT’s “Walking In Good 
Company Club” has reactivated after a 
short summer hiatus. You can join them 
at noon daily at the main office 
building’s reception desk. 

By Declaration 

Governor Christine Todd Whitman 
has declared September Ridesharing 
month and September-December 
Charitable Campaign months. 


Going with the flow — five NJDOTers explore the Delaware 


Five NJDOTers explored over 40 
miles of the Delaware River in August. 
Paul Schneider, John Jones, Bob Reinke, 
Bruce Strickland and Tom Thatcher 
paddled their canoes and kayaks from 
Dingman’s Ferry, PA to Belvidere, NJ. 

After leaving the Trenton area at 6 
am, the group loaded their camping gear 
into their canoes and headed south from 
Dingman’s Ferry with clear skies above 
and clear water below. During the first 
day the group paddled through the 
National Recreational Area and after 20 
miles, camped at Labar Island. The 
group also made a brief exploration of 
the 1971 infamous Tocks Island Dam 
site. On Sunday, the group packed 
everything back into their vessels and 


paddled another 20 miles. Starting with 
a fog hanging over the river, then 
changing into a beautiful warm sunny 
day, the group paddled through the 
Delaware Water Gap and ended at 
Belvidere. 

The trip was mapped out and 
planned by John Jones. Bob Reinke and 
John completed a pre-trip scouting 
mission by car one week before the trip 
to verify all put-ins, take-outs and 
distances. After months of planning, and 


coordinating with everyone over 
camping gear, tents, canoes and supplies, 
the trip simply ended too soon. 

“Tt’s good to know that man has not 
forgotten how to live off the land,” noted 
Bruce Strickland. According to Paul 
Schneider, “It’s important to make use of 
recyclable materials during these ‘back- 
to-nature’ trips.” It’s safe to say the fond 
memories will outlast the sunburns. 

Everyone agreed that this was just 
one perfect weekend and are now 
discussing another overnighter for next 
year, even further north along the 
Delaware. Non-DOT’ers who also made 
the trip were George Hickman, NJSP, Jay 
Thatcher, Tom’s brother. 

— Bruce Strickland, MIS 
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Headquarters, September 11, 199 
1. Cora Sue Santopietro and Judi Tessein join in the macarena. 
2. Loralee Rappleye-Marsett displays NJDOT’s archeological 
treasures. 

3. Commissioner Wilson greets past and present employees. 

4. Sheree J. Davis assists Commissioner Wilson, former 
Commissioners David Goldberg, John Sheridan, Roger Bodman 
and Hazel Gluck with the Time Capsule. 

5. Marsha Sutton and Cristal Ritter greet employees at one 

of the displays. 

6. The Sign Shop can be proud 
of the banner it produced. 

7. The historical time line 
outlined NJDOT milestones. 

8. Kathy Callahan, Cora Sue 
Santopietro and Debbi Hutton 
assemble gifts for attendees. 

9. Former commissioners help 
Commissioner Wilson cut the 
first piece of the giant cake 
baked by the Burlington 
County Institute of Technology 
culinary arts students. 

(Photos by Mark Dunlap) 
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What is your E.Q.*? 


In order to enhance NJDOT employee awareness of 
state ethics rules, a series of hypothetical cases will once 
again appear in upcoming issues of the Transporter. Each 
will present a specific situation and decision based on the 
NJDOT Code of Ethics. These cases have been prepared by 
the Department’s Ethics Liaison Officer, Jeff Stoolman, who 
is available to give you advice on how to avoid potentially 
embarrassing and job threatening ethics problems. Jeff can 
be contacted at 609-530-2064. 

The Situation 

Chris Conscientious, a Project Engineer in NJDOT’s 
Construction & Materials Division, recently received 
invitations to attend two outside events, the Annual Awards 
Dinner sponsored by the New Jersey Concrete & Aggregate 
Association and the “New Pavement Products Seminar” 
sponsored by the Big Roadway Suppliers Corporation. It is 
noted a majority of member companies of the NJ Concrete 
& Aggregate Association do business with the NJDOT. The 
Big Roadway Suppliers Corporation has been a supplier 
with the NJDOT for years. 

According to the NJ Concrete & Aggregate Association 
invitation letter, Chris Conscientious has been asked to 
accept an award on behalf of the NJDOT for a unique 
bridge project he has worked on the last two years. Chris 
has been asked to give a slide presentation on the develop- 
ment of this NJDOT project and provide other related 
comments. The Association has offered to pay for Chris’s 
steak dinner. 

For the New Pavement Products Seminar being held in 
New York, Conscientious has been asked to attend a three- 
hour presentation by officials of the Big Roadway Suppliers 
Corporation. The company has offered to pay for Chris’s 
travel and meal costs. 

In accordance with state ethics regulations and NJDOT 
Policy, Conscientious has filled out and submitted to the 
NJDOT Ethics Office, in advance of the Awards Banquet 
and the New Pavement Products Seminar, two Requests for 
Attendance at Outside Events Forms (NJDOT Form AD- 
270). Under the law, all state employees must submit these 
forms for their attendance at outside events/functions in 
order for the Department’s Ethics Officer to determine if a 
legitimate state purpose is served by the attendance and if 
event gratuities can be accepted. 
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The Question 

Assuming that Conscientious’ attendance at both events 
serves a legitimate state purpose, what do you think will be 
the ethics opinion in Chris’s situation? 

A. Chris can attend both events, but not accept any 
event gratuities (meals, travel) from either sponsor. 

B. Chris can attend both events, but can only accept the 
steak dinner from the Awards Banquet sponsor, the NJ 
Concrete & Aggregate Association. 

C. Chris can attend both events, but can only accept 
meal and travel costs from the Product Seminar sponsor and 
not the Awards Banquet sponsor. 

D. Chris can attend both events and accept anything 
that is offered to him, including a new 1996 Corvette 
automobile and a Rolex watch. 

The Decision 
Correct Answer: B. Under state ethics law, all state 
officials and employees are usually prohibited from 
accepting any event benefits (meals, travel costs, etc.) 
from a sponsor that is an interested party. The only time a 
state official or an employee can accept event related 
gratuities from an interested party sponsor is when he/she 
is giving a speech or participating on a panel. 

Note, for purposes of the law, an interested party is 
generally any person or entity that is regulated or licensed 
by the invited state employee’s agency, or does business 
with the invited state employee’s agency. Also, keep in 
mind that an interested party is also any organization, a 
majority of whose members are regulated, licensed or 
suppliers to the invited state employee’s agency. 

Applying these ethics rules to Chris Conscientious’ 
situation, it is appropriate for Chris to accept the Awards 
dinner from the NJ Concrete & Aggregate Association, an 
interested party, since Chris is giving a presentation to the 
group. Chris, however, cannot accept a meal or other 
event benefits (travel costs) from the Big Roadway 
Suppliers Corporation since it is an interested party and 
since Chris is simply being asked to view a new product 
demonstration. 

Note that in any case, the NJDOT Ethics Office would 
have to file Chris’s Attendance Forms (AD-270) with the 
New Jersey Executive Commission on Ethical Standards. 

*Ethics Quotient 
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